
Timeframe Big Ideas Essential Questions Concepts Competencies Vocabulary  PA Standards Core 

Standards

Assessment Educational 

Resources

Differentiation

September- Unit 1:  The 

Basics  3 weeks

Geography is used to 

explain the past, 

interpret the present and 

plan for the future.  

Geography is necessary 

to explain the spatial 

organizations of people, 

places and environment.  

Places and regions have 

physical and human 

characteristics.    

Historical context is 

needed to understand 

time and place.

What is Civilization?  

What is History?  Why 

study History?  What is 

Geography?  How do 

you measure distance 

and locate things on 

Earth?  What is a Map?  

What purpose does it 

serve?  What's on the 

surface of the Earth?  

What kinds of places on 

Earth are best for human 

settlement?  What are 

the factors affecting the 

Earth's surface?   What 

is Time?  How have the 

methods for measuring 

time changed?  

Geographic tools from 

maps to geographic 

information systems are 

used to analyze spatial 

perspective of 

society. Patterns of 

physical features and 

spatial patterns of 

human features change 

over time. Mental maps 

promote an 

understanding of the 

world and a context for 

events.

Explain what History is 

and what role 

perspective play in 

shaping our 

understanding of 

History.  Explain the 

purposes and uses of 

maps.  Describe Earth's 

major physical features 

as they affect people.  

Describe Earth's 

climate, how it affects 

and is affected by 

humans.  Explain how 

people measure time 

using the sun, moon 

and starts to determine 

months, days and 

years.  Explain how 

different people 

measure time 

differently.  Identify 

and apply the method 

of time measurement 

we use today (CE & 

BCE)

History, perspective, 

Map projection, 

hemisphere, equator, 

latitude, longitude, 

physical map, political 

map, geography, 

analysis, interpretation, 

5W’s, climate

7.1 Basic 

Geographic 

literacy

7.1.8A - 

Explain and 

illustrate how 

geographic 

tools are used 

to organize 

and interpret 

information 

about people, 

places and 

environments

7.1.8 B - 

Explain and 

locate places 

and regions as 

defined by 

physical and 

human 

features

7.2 Physical 

Characteristic

s of Places 

and Regions

7.2.8 A - 

Explain the 

physical 

characteristics 

of places and 

regions

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G.

Formative 

assessments,Wri

tten response, 

Map Actvities, 

Quiz

Map Skills 

worksheets, "Motel 

of Mysteries", 

Atlas, Timeline, 

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



October- Unit 2: 

Settlement Patterns- 3 

weeks

  Geography is 

necessary to explain the 

spatial organizations of 

people, places and 

environment.  Places 

and regions have 

physical and human 

characteristics.    

What are the cultural 

characteristics of a 

place?  What is the 

Human response to the 

Geographic 

Characteristics?  How 

do Nomadic and Settled 

peoples interact?

Patterns of physical 

features and spatial 

patterns of human 

features change over 

time. Physical systems 

influence how people 

depend on, adjust to, 

and modify physical 

systems. People modify 

ways of life to 

accommodate different 

environmental contexts. 

Human activity affects 

the sustainability, 

distribution, and 

utilization of natural 

resources. Local and 

regional human activity 

has global effects, and 

people are able to 

develop international 

agreements to manage 

environmental issues.

Apply knowledge of 

geographic 

characteristics to 

evaluate the conditions 

of human settlement.  

Create a concept map 

of nomadic life.  

Evaluate for 

advantages and 

disadvantages.  Identify 

the inventions and their 

purposed of 

agricultural societies.  

Explain the social 

changes that took 

place.  Explain how 

geography affects 

settlement in the USA.  

Nomad, agriculture, 

settlement, village, 

city, camp,

6.4.8.B – 

Compare the 

standard of 

living in 

different times 

and places

7.2 Physical 

Characteristic

s of Places 

and Regions

7.3 Human 

Characteristic

s of Places 

and Regions

8.1.8B: 

Compare and 

contrast a 

historical 

event, using 

multiple 

points of view 

from primary 

and secondary 

sources

8.1.8 A - 

Compare and 

Contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change 

influence 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G., 

CC.8.6.6-8.A

Formative 

assessments, 

written 

evaluation of 

settlement 

patterns, group 

presentation of 

article.

"History of Our 

World" textbook, 

Hadza article from 

National 

Geographic, 

Population crisis 

resource packet, 

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



November- December- 

Unit 3: Religion- 7 

Weeks

Culture and experience 

influcence perception of 

place.  Places and 

regions have physical 

and human  

characteristics.  

Perspective helps with 

comprehension.

What is religion?  Why 

is polytheism?  What is 

monotheism?  

Learning about the past 

and its different 

contexts shaped by 

social, cultural, and 

political influences 

prepares one for 

participation as active, 

critical citizens in a 

democratic society.

Define religion as a 

concept (path to peace 

(afterlife) and purpose 

in life) and as a 

personal and social 

organization.  Identify 

and differentiate 

between the major 

polytheistic and 

monotheistic religions.  

Explain the beliefs of 

the polytheistic 

religions and analyze 

their function as a 

religion.  Compare and 

contrast the 3 

Abrahamic faiths and 

their role in modern 

society.  

Monotheism, 

polytheism, deity, 

belief, religion, 

supernatural, creation

7.3.8.A – 

Explain the 

human 

characteristics 

of places and 

regions; 

8.1.8A – 

Compare and 

contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change over 

time 

influenced 

those 

events;8.1.8.B 

– Compare 

and contrast a 

historical 

event, using 

multiple 

points of view 

from primary 

and secondary 

sources; 

8.4.8.C – 

Illustrate how 

continuity and 

change have 

impacted 

world history - 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G., 

CC.8.6.6-8.A, 

CC.8.6.6-8.B, 

CC.8.6.6-8.C, 

CC8.6.6-8.E

Formative 

assessment, 

Quiz, written 

compare/contras

t,

Hinduism packet, 

Hindu God 

worksheets, "blind 

men and the 

elephant" parable, 

Buddhism packet, 

Buddha Story, 

"The Mustard 

Seed" , 

"Prometheus and 

Pandora", Genesis 

Creation story, 

Abraham Story, 

Jesus, Mohammed 

and Moses stories, 

comparative essay 

packet

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



January- Unit 4: 

Technology- 3 Weeks

The application of 

science and knowledge 

to create tools to 

manage our 

environments, 

communicate and 

advance our way of life.   

Historical context is 

needed to understand 

time and place.  

What is Technology?  

What role does 

technology play in the 

lives of individuals and 

societies?  What impact 

does technology have on 

people and 

environments?

Historical skills 

(organizing information 

chronologically, 

explaining historical 

issues, locating sources 

and investigate 

materials, synthesizing 

and evaluating 

evidence, and 

developing arguments 

and interpretations 

based on evidence) are 

used by an analytical 

thinker to create a 

historical construction.

Analyze different 

technologies to 

determine their 

purpose.  Research and 

present findings on a 

piece of technology as 

it has developed 

through time (the 

purpose, the origins 

and the effect it has had 

on society).  Analyze 

the effect technologies 

have had on society 

and the planet by 

looking at some of the 

circumstances defining 

the world today and 

technologies that 

caused them.

Technology, 

innovation, efficiency, 

adaptation, 

transportation, 

communication, 

irrigation,  

7.3.8.A – 

Explain the 

human 

characteristicc

s of places 

and regions;  

8.1.8A – 

Compare and 

contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change over 

time 

influenced 

those events; 

8.4.8 A – 

Examine the 

role groups 

and 

individuals 

have played in 

the social, 

political, 

cultural and 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G:, 

CC.8.6.6-8.A, 

CC.8.6.6-8.B, 

CC.8.6.6-8.C, 

CC8.6.6-8.E, 

CC.8.6.6-8.F., 

CC.8.6.6-8.G.

Formative 

assessments, 

research project

The Atlantic's "50 

Most Important 

Inventions", class 

wiki, technology 

research project 

packet, library and 

computer access, 

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



February- Unit 5: 

Economy- 4 Weeks

Places and regions have 

physical and human 

characteristics.  

Characteristics, 

distribution, migration 

of human populations 

impact culture, 

economic 

interdependence, 

settlement patterns and 

control of the Earth's 

surface. 

What is an Economy?  

What is Production?  

What is distribution?  

What is consumption?  

How do producers, 

consumers and 

distributors manage 

exchange of goods and 

services? 

People use natural 

resources and 

technology to produce 

goods.  People use 

resources and 

technology to transport 

their goods to markets.  

Once natural resources 

have been accessed and 

goods have been 

produced and 

distributed, they are 

consumed. People have 

created different 

systems to manage the 

process and exchange 

of production, 

distribution and 

consumption; 

traditional, free, 

command and mixed.

Identify the factors of 

production and effects 

on the world.  Draw a 

visual representation of 

the pipeline 

distribution network.  

Analyze the effects of 

consumption on the 

world.  Describe the 

effects of supply and 

demand on price.  

Economy, supply, 

demand, price, 

production, 

distribution, 

consumption, 

international,  

globalization, trade, 

factors of production, 

land, labor, capital, 

value, barter, medium 

of exchange, fiat, 

money,  scarcity, 

inflation, economies; 

traditional, market, 

mixed, command

6.1.8A – 

Explain how 

limited 

resources and 

unlimited 

wants create 

scarcity; 

6.1.8B – 

Analyze the 

resources that 

are combined 

to create 

goods and 

services; 

6.2.8A – 

Describe the 

interaction of 

consumers 

and 

producers; 

6.2.8E – 

Compare the 

state of the 

current 

economy with 

the economy 

in a different 

time or place; 

6.4.8D – 

Explain how 

the level of 

transportation, 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G, 

CC.8.6.6-8.A, 

CC.8.6.6-8.B, 

CC.8.6.6-8.C, 

CC8.6.6-8.E, 

CC.8.6.6-8.F., 

CC.8.6.6-8.G.

Formative 

assessments,Deb

ate,  Online 

presentation

Natural Gas 

production packet, 

National 

Geographic Article 

"Good Gas, Bad 

Gas", PSU 

Presentation, class 

wiki with resource 

links, local 

government 

representative, 

Distribution 

articles and 

Keystone XL 

analysis, 

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



March -Unit 6: Social 

Stratification- 5 Weeks

Historical context is 

needed to understand 

time and place.  

Perspective helps with 

comprehension. Places 

and regions have 

physical and human 

characteristics.

What is social 

stratification and how 

does it happen?  How is 

American society 

stratified? Is the 

American Dream still 

alive?  How has social 

stratification changed 

over time?

Societies tend to 

separate individuals 

into varying degrees of 

power, property and 

prestige.  American 

society is stratified 

based on a complex 

combination of birth 

and effort.  The method 

of stratifying society 

has changed drastically 

over time from ascribed 

to achieved.  

Compare/contrast life 

in a Mumbai slum with 

the life of the rich.  

Analyze and evaluate 

the American Dream.  

Compare/contrast 

social stratification 

over time.

Power, property, 

prestige, mobility, 

stratification, social, 

equal, opportunity, 

division, class, 

6.2.8A – 

Describe the 

interaction of 

consumers 

and 

producers; 

8.1.8A – 

Compare and 

contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change over 

time 

influenced 

those events; 

8.4.8 A – 

Examine the 

role groups 

and 

individuals 

have played in 

the social, 

political, 

cultural and 

economic 

development 

of the world; 

8.4.8.A: 

Compare the 

role groups 

and 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G, 

CC.8.6.6-8.A, 

CC.8.6.6-8.B, 

CC.8.6.6-8.C, 

CC8.6.6-8.E, 

CC.8.6.6-8.H

Formative 

assessments, 

Written analysis 

of the American 

Dream, 

Articles; "life in 

Dharavi" 

"Lifestyles of the 

Rich", social 

stratification 

graphic organizer, 

American Dream 

packet, "Children 

of the Mountains" 

video, Time 

magazine article 

"Is the American 

Dream alive?", 

Feudal Game, 

Ancient Roman 

society article 

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



April- Unit 7: 

Government- 2 Weeks

Culture and experience 

influcence perception of 

place. Characteristics, 

distribution, migration 

of human populations 

impact culture, 

economic 

interdependence, 

settlement patterns and 

control of the Earth's 

surface.   

What is Government? 

What is the purpose of 

government?  What are 

the different types of 

government? What 

happens when 

governments collapse?

Governments are made 

up of people with 

various forms of power 

tasked with managing 

the affairs of the 

community; Security, 

Stability, Economy.  

Governments function 

entirely depending on 

their power source; 

faith, force, finance, 

tradition, character, 

consensus.   A 

breakdown in any of the 

functions of the 

government can cause 

governments to 

collapse regardless of 

their power source. 

Documents and 

principles define the 

procedures, operations 

and rules for the 

functioning of 

government and 

society.

Functions of 

government, maintain 

authority, general 

public 

services, environmental 

protection, defense, 

public safety, culture 

and recreation

8.1.8.A: 

Compare and 

contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change over 

time have 

influenced 

those events; 

8.4.8.A: 

Compare the 

role groups 

and 

individuals 

played in the 

social, 

political, and 

economic 

development 

of world 

history; 

8.4.8.C: 

Illustrate how 

continuity and 

change have 

impacted 

world history- 

Politics and 

Government; 

8.4.8.D: 

Compare 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G.

Formative 

Assessments,  

Quiz, group 

evaluation of a 

government and 

presentation

Government 

packet, articles 

from Junior 

Scholastic for 

various modern 

governments; 

Russia, Cuba, 

Syria, Afghanistan, 

Libya, Iran, United 

States, China

Chunking, pre-

teach, re-teach, 

read aloud, 

separate testing 

room, extended 

time, modified 

rubrics, leveled 

texts, opportunity 

to type written 

responses, 



May World History 

continues to influence 

Pennsylvania, United 

States citizens, and 

individuals around the 

world

How does continuity 

and change throughout 

world history influence 

your community 

today? How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration in world 

history been beneficial 

or detrimental? How can 

the story of a person on 

another continent, past 

or present, influence 

your life? 

Historical literacy 

requires a focus on time 

and space, and an 

understanding of the 

historical context of 

events and 

actions. Historical 

comprehension 

involves evidence-

based discussion and 

explanation, an analysis 

of sources including 

multiple points of view, 

and an ability to read 

critically to recognize 

fact from conjecture 

and evidence from 

assertion

Read, interpret and 

analyze a historical 

novel of your choice. 

Participate in literature 

discussions with other 

students. Make 

connections between 

the events and 

characters in the books 

to the course units. 

Research the historical 

context of your story. 

Present a compilation 

of your reading and 

research at a public 

event prior to the end 

of the year. 

Text - dependent 8.1.8A – 

Compare and 

contrast 

events over 

time and how 

continuity and 

change over 

time 

influenced 

those events; 

8.4.8 A – 

Examine the 

role groups 

and 

individuals 

have played in 

the social, 

political, 

cultural and 

economic 

development 

of the world; 

8.4.8.A: 

Compare the 

role groups 

and 

individuals 

played in the 

CC.8.5.6-8.A, 

CC.8.5.6-8.B, 

CC.8.5.6-8.D, 

CC.8.5.6-8.E, 

CC.8.5.6-8.F, 

CC.8.5.6-8.G., 

CC.8.6.6-8.A, 

CC.8.6.6-8.B, 

CC.8.6.6-8.C, 

CC8.6.6-8.E

reading logs, 

literature 

discussions, 

research notes, 

poster/power 

point or other 

presentation

historical novels, 

access to 

computers, copies 

of notes

Modified 

expectations, 

student choice in 

novel


